
Spelling Bee Competition  
 

Objectives: To help our youth develop good spelling skills. These skills will enhance reading 

potential and increase career opportunities.  

Participants: The target group for this category will be youth in grades one through twelve.  

Eligibility: All participants must register for the competition by the required deadline. Each 

will be assigned to the age/grade appropriate category of the competition. They are to complete 

each round of competition successfully and advance to the finals.  

Rules: Words used are provided on spelling lists which can be obtained from the coordinator. 

The competition is held in the following levels:  

 

Grades 1-2 Grades 5-6  

Grades 3-4 Grades 7-8  

Grades 9-12 

Contestants must be in attendance at the opening round of competition to be informed of the 
scheduled time of the competition for each level. Contestants will be given a name tag or 
number that corresponds to a sign-in-sheet. No contestant will be permitted to join a 
competition once it has begun. At the beginning of the competition, each contestant will be 
given a word from his or her grade level list. Upon missing the spelling of a word, the contestant 
is eliminated from the competition.  
When all contestants have been eliminated, except the final two, the procedure changes as 
such: when a word is misspelled by one contestant, the other contestant must spell the 
missed word correctly, as well as the next word given to him or her, in order to  
be declared the winner.  

 

Equipment & Materials: The official Spelling Bee List issued by the National Spelling Bee 

Coordinator of SMM, registration forms provided by the coordinator, tables for judges, a 
dictionary and 2 microphones . 



Spelling Bee 
Participant Guidelines  

 
 
Participants must complete and submit a Spelling Bee Registration form. This will be used to officially enter 
contestants in the spelling bee. 
 
Participants must be present for spell-offs.  All efforts will be made to declare a winner at the end of each 
contest; (i.e., at the end of a contest, if a spell-off is necessary, we will do everything possible to have it during 
the allotted time for the bee). Because the outcome of a spelling bee may be determined by multiple rounds 
of spell-offs, participants should consider their involvement in the other ministries’ contests to budget time 
wisely. 
 
If a participant begins the spelling bee and is unable to continue until their particular level contest is finished 
and a winner is chosen, the participant will be considered withdrawn from the contest. 
 
 

Spelling Rounds 
 

The pronouncer will say the word. FACING THE PANEL, the speller will SAY THE WORD, SPELL THE WORD, AND 
SAY THE WORD again. The speller may ask the pronouncer to repeat the word, use it in a sentence or define 
it.   Once the speller begins to spell the word, he/she may pause and restart; BUT MAY NOT CHANGE THEIR 
ORIGINAL SPELLING OF THE WORD.  
 
Once the speller completes spelling, the pronouncer and/or judge will determine correct or incorrect spelling 
of the word. The speller advances if the spelling is correct; but is done competing if spelling is incorrect.  
 
The winner of a category is determined by correctly spelling the final word presented by the pronouncer. The 
pronouncer presents a word to the remaining two spellers and each spells; following the preceding guidelines, 
until a winner is chosen. The final word should be spelled by both spellers. 
 
Participation awards will be presented during the contest. Category awards/trophies will be presented on the 
official SMM awards day.  
 

Conflict Resolution (National A.I.M.) 
 

As representatives of the National Church of God in Christ and Bishop Blake, Scholastic Motivation Ministries 
and Director Whittley and our Lord and savior, we want to be exemplary in resolving any and all issues that 
may arise in the process of conducting the A.I.M./SMM Spelling Bee. The Spelling Bee administrators will 
closely adhere to these guidelines; which have been approved by the SMM Chairman Supt. Whittley. 
 
In the event a conflict arises, the Spelling Bee Coordinator, Sister Robbie Dillard, will be the first in the chain of 
command to resolve an issue or concern. The coordinator will review, refer to, and apply the approved 
guidelines as a first attempt to resolution. If further assistance and/or intervention is necessary, 
Administrative Assistant Missionary V. Taylor will make final decisions. 
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